
Cottage Grove
Planning Services

Project
Located in east central Dane County, the Village of 
Cottage Grove enjoys a unique sense of place as 
a distinct small town, while also participating in the 
economic and demographic growth of Dane County 
as a whole. GRAEF assists the Village with its goal of 
maintaining its identity while engaging in logical, effi cient 
growth patterns and capitalizing on its location along 
the I-94 corridor between Madison and Milwaukee.

Ongoing Planning Services
GRAEF performs a variety of services for the Village on 
an ongoing basis, including: developmetnt application 
reviews including architecture, landscaping, zoning, 
and comprehensive plan consistency. GRAEF 
also prepares staff reports, provides expertise at 
Plan Commission and Village Board meetings, and 
participates in meetings with developers and applicants.

Economic Development
GRAEF also provides staff support for the Village 
Economic Development Committee, which includes 
assisting the Village in preparation of development 
strategies, assisting in developer recruitment, 
and providing marketing and analysis assistance 
including preparation of maps and graphics.

Other Planning Services
GRAEF’s broad municipal planning experience, both 
in the region and around the state, provides a wealth 
of knowledge to assist the Village as other issues 
arise. Such issues may include park and open space 
planning, neighborhood planning and urban design, 
streetscape design, grant writing, and assistance 
with intergovernmental cooperation issues such as 
boundary agreements and extraterritorial zoning.
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Innovative Land Use Planning
The Village and Town are located on the shores of Lake 
Michigan between Sheboygan and Manitowoc. The 
project provided a unique opportunity to preserve the 
rural character of the Town while locating development 
in the Village. Public meetings and workshops were used 
to determine land use goals, and how the identity of the 
communities could best be preserved. Primary goals of 
the joint plan included:

Preservation of lakefront property and lake views•	
Preservation of local rural culture -- farmland, historic •	
structures and park land
Enhancement of the Village downtown•	
Location and regulations for new housing•	

The planning process identified limits for residential 
growth, scenic views, and corridors to be preserved, and 
proposed regulations for development in the township.

Character of Place
Land use districts were created to reflect the type of land 
development appropriate for specific areas. Performance 
standards for each district identify how the place is created 
and what it should feel like.
Districts are not just for land use (typical of zoning 
ordinances), but for different types of development. 
Graphics incorporated throughout the plan explain and 
illustrate concepts and recommendations. The plan also 
addresses any zoning changes that may be required for 
future development to follow the Land Use Plan.

Cleveland/Centerville 
Joint Land Use Plan
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